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New Midland Group Development Programme 
Associates | Open Call

Application deadline – Friday 23 April 2021, 5pm
Responses sent to applicants – Friday 30 April 2021
New Midland Group Development Programme – May 2021 – April 2022
Financial support for associates – £500

About New Midland Group:

New Midland Group (NMG) is a consortium of three artist-led organisations located in Nottingham: Backlit, One Thoresby Street and Primary. All three support the creative development of artists in the City and the wider region, providing space for the production and display of art. Building on the legacy of The Midland Group formed in 1943, we work together to develop the profile and sustainability of contemporary visual arts in the Midlands, through research, activity and opportunities that are additional to the three organisations’ work. 
 
New Midland Group Development Programme:

NMG will deliver an 18-month project intended to support both established artists and individuals with an interest in working in contemporary art. There will be an emphasis on creatives who have not engaged in formal arts education or are from backgrounds currently underrepresented within the sector. Through this programme NMG will focus on providing routes into contemporary art and better understanding and articulating the value of artist development. 

The programme will centre around a group of core participants (associates) who will be offered a slate of activity including mentoring, collaboration and professional development with a focus on interdisciplinary research, redefining collaborative practice and building confidence, as well as sustainability, both artistic and environmental. 

The project also includes an expansive public programme of free discussions, workshops and events taking place both online and across partner venues, plus bursary opportunities open to practitioners based in the Midlands (details coming soon). 

Who are we looking to support? 

NMG is looking for applications from established artists, individuals with an interest in working in contemporary art and anyone anywhere in-between, with an emphasis on creatives who have not engaged in formal arts education or are from backgrounds currently under-represented within the sector. 

15 associates will be selected to participate in the NMG Development Programme. The Programme will comprise approx. two activities per month with the schedule taking shape in conversation with the NMG associate cohort. 

Applicants must be over 18 years of age and living or professionally based in the Midlands.

How are we looking to support?

The New Midland Group Development Programme takes the focus away from exponential growth, putting the emphasis on supporting associates to ask how they can be more ambitious, both in terms of artist / professional development and in what ways they want artmaking to change.

Over a 12-month period associates will participate in ‘go see’ visits, discussions, workshops, talks and 1-2-1 mentoring opportunities. Associates will work together to take an active role in shaping this free public programme. With many of these activities and events being open to the general public the project invites a growing plurality of voices to contribute to the conversation. 

NMG Development Programme Associates will receive: 

· £500 to support access to the NMG Development Programme (e.g., travel, accommodation, Wi-Fi, childcare).
· 1-2-1 mentoring provided by a number of project partners with the aim to support artist / professional development, sustainability and collaborative working. 
· Full access to an extensive public programme of events and activities, including ‘go-see’ visits, workshops and discussions taking place between May 2021 – April 2022.
· The opportunity to support in shaping the entirely free public programme over the duration of the project. 
· Access to project partner activities, including networking events, conferences and discussion groups.
· The opportunity to regularly meet with the NMG Development Programme associate cohort, building new connections and stronger creative networks.
· Support in applying for other opportunities of interest (e.g., open calls and funding pots).

Covid-19:

The New Midland Group Development Programme will be delivered in accordance with up-to-date government guidelines. Where events and activities are not permitted to take place in-person they will take place online. A digital strategy will be in place throughout to ensure that physical events (e.g., associate meetings, discussions, public talks) are also accessible online, utilising live-streaming and recording platforms, to support access for individuals who are unable to attend in person.  

Applicant Information:

· This opportunity is specifically for applicants living or professionally based in the Midlands. Information on which areas and counties are classified by Arts Council England as existing in the Midlands can be found here.  

· We are open to alternative means of application / application submission, e.g., in the body of an email, presented as a recorded video or audio description. 

· We encourage and will prioritise applications from Black and POC artists, individuals with disabilities, long-term health conditions, who have not engaged in formal arts educations, are from lower socio-economic backgrounds or facing intersecting cultural or social barriers.

· Applications are reviewed by a panel, comprising New Midland Group representatives and an independent external panelist. 

· Please ensure that you send a completed equal opportunities monitoring form with your application. 

· If you have any access requirements that you would like to discuss or want to request more information, please contact info@newmidlandgroup.co.uk. 

How to apply:

· Download the application form. Please read the open call and application information carefully before submitting.

· Submit your application to info@newmidlandgroup.co.uk. The email subject line should read NMG Associates – [Your Name].


 NMG Development Programme is delivered by New Midland Group & supported by Arts Council England, through National Lottery Project Grants
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